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(54) Abstract Title 

Unit for keeping shopping tidy in a car boot 

(57) A unrt for keeping shopping tidy In the boot of a car comprises a structure having an expanded condition 
in which It provides a plurality of open-top compartments (S,S1,S) for receiving bags or individual Items of 
shopping, and a compact condition for storage. The structure shown comprises front and rear panels (14,12) 
and folding dividers (20) such that the front and back panels may be moved together to provide the compact 
condition, in which the dividers are folded up between the front and back panels. 
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The claims were filed later than the filing data but within the period prescribed by Rule 25(1) of the Patents Rules 1995. 
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The present invention relates to a unit for keeping 
shopping tidy in the boot of a car, 

A number of arrangements have been proposed hitherto 
for keeping shopping tidy in the boot of a car, preventing the 
5 shopping becoming thrown out of shopping bags during a journey. 
Such arrangements have suffered a number of disadvantages, 
variously being of complicated or expensive construction, 
difficult to use or of limited effectiveness. 

I have now devised a unit which is of simple and 
10 inexpensive construction yet is easy to use and effective in 
keeping shopping tidy in the boot of a car. 

In accordance with the present invention, there is 
provided a unit which comprises structure having an expanded 
condition in which it provides a number of open- top 
15 compartments for receiving bags or individual items of 
shopping, and a compact condition for storage* 

Preferably the structure comprises a front panel and a 
back panel, having a number of folding dividers extending 
between the front and back panels, such that the front and back 
20 panels may be moved apart to expand the dividers and form the 
series of compartments, or moved together to fold the dividers 
up between them. 

The dividers may be provided by square or rectangular- 
section tubes, each tube having front and rear panels attached 
25 (e.g. by adhesive) to the main front and rear panels, and 
opposite sides. Preferably the opposite sides fold inwardly. 
Preferably the unit comprises two such tubular dividers side- 
by- side with a space between them. 

Preferably the unit comprises a bottom panel, 
30 preferably hinged to the main back panel. 

Preferably means are provided (preferably on the bottom 
panel) for holding the main front panel in position in the 
expanded condition of the unit- Preferably such means are 
provided by end flaps of the bottom panel : preferably each end 
35 flaps folds up into a triangular formation having an upwardly- 
facing recess to receive the bottom edge of the main front 
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panel . 

An embodiment of the present invention will now be 
described by way of example only and with reference to the 
accompanying drawings, in which: 
5 FIGURE 1 is an isometric view of a unit providing 

compartments for keeping shopping tidy in the boot of a car; 

FIGURE 2 is a front view of the unit shown in FIGURE 1; 

FIGURE 3 is a top plan view of the unit; 

FIGURE 4 is an isometric view of the unit, shown 
10 partially assembled; 

FIGURE 5 is a similar view of the unit at an earlier 

stage pf assembly; and 

FIGURE 6 is a similar view of the unit when folded flat 
for storage. 

15 Referring to the drawings, there is shown a unit which 

may be folded flat for storage when not in use, but which may 
be erected to provide a number of compartments for receiving 
bags or individual articles of shopping, to keep this shopping 
tidy in the boot of a car, 

2 0 The unit is formed from corrugated cardboard or other 

sheet material and comprises a blank forming a rectangular 
bottom panel 10 and a rectangular back peaiel 12 , a rectangular 
front panel 14 and two folding dividers 20 secured on the one 
hand to the back panel 12 and on the other hand to the front 

25 panel 14. 

Thus, the bottom panel 10 and back panel 12 are 
provided by a single blank formed with a longitudinal fold, 
preferably a doiible fold to allow for the thickness of the 
front panel 14 and dividers 20 when the unit is folded down 

30 flat. The opposite ends of the bottom panel 10 are formed with 
integral flaps 16, each formed with a fold 15 parallel to the 
end edge of the panel 10 and also, adjacent the front edge of 
the blank, with a slot 17 extending across the fold line 15. 
It will be noted that each flap 16 is arranged to be folded on 

35 itself and then upwards, to form a triangular- section formation 
18 at each end of the bottom panel of the unit, with the slots 
17 forming an upwardly -facing recess 19, as best shown in 



Figure 4. The outer edges of the flaps 16 may be formed with 
projecting legs 16a, as shown on one of the flaps, for locating 
in slots 10a in the bottom panel 10. 

Each of the folding dividers 2 0 comprises a rectangular 
5 blank folded to form a rectangular or square -section tube, open 
at its top and bottom, the opposite ends of the blank being 
joined together. The opposite sides of the tubular dividers 
are formed with longitudinal fold lines 21 so that these 
opposite sides fold inwardly towards each other as the front 
10 and back panels of the tubular divider are moved together. The 
front and rear panels of each tubular dividers are secured e.g. 
by adhesive face-to-face to the main front and rear panels 14, 
12 of the unit. 

It will be noted from Figure 5 that the main front 
15 panel 14 may be moved up against the main rear panel 12, with 
the tubular dividers 20 folding flat between the two panels 14, 
12, 

When the end flaps 16 are folded into their triangular 
formations 18, as shown in Figure 4, the main front panel 14 

20 may be moved forwardly, so expanding the dividers 20 into their 
tubular shapes. The bottom panel 10 is flexed, relative to the 
back panel 12, to bring the triangular formations into the open 
bottoms of the respective expanded dividers, and the front 
panel 14 is engaged into the recesses 19 provided by the slots 

25 17 in the end flaps 16, as shown in Figures 1 and 3. 

The dividers 20 are thus maintained in their expanded 
conditions: to bags or individual items of shopping may now be 
placed into the spaces 5 provided within the expanded dividers 
20, and into the space 5, provided between the two dividers, 

30 When not required for use, the unit may be folded flat. 

Referring to Figure 5, the end flaps 16 are folded out flat and 
the front panel 14 is moved up against the back panel 12, so 
folding the dividers 20 flat between the front and back panels 
14, 12. Then, referring to Figure 6, the end flaps 16 are 

35 folded over to lie flat on the top of the bottom panel 10 and, 
finally the back panel 12 (together with the flattened dividers 
and the front panel) is folded flat onto the bottom panel. The 
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end flaps 16 may be formed with finger holes e.g. 16b, for 
assistance when collapsing the unit. 

Pref eraJDly the lower surface of the bottom panel 10 is 
provided with pieces of Velcro (hook and pile fasteners) to 
5 inhibit it from slipping on the floor of the car boot. 
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Claims 



1) A unit for keeping shopping tidy, the unit comprising 
a structure having an expanded condition in which it provides 
a plurality of open-top compartments for receiving bags or 

5 individual items of shopping, and a compact condition for 
storage - 

2) A unit as claimed in claim 1, comprising a front panel 
and a back panel, with a plurality of folding dividers 
extending between said front and back panels, such that said 

10 front and back panels may be moved apart to expand said 
dividers and form said plurality of compartments, or moved 
together to fold the dividers up between them. 

3) A unit as claimed in claim 2, in which said dividers are 
provided by square or rectangular- section tubes, each said tube 

15 having front and rear panels attached to said front and rear 
panels of said structure, and opposite sides. 

4) A unit as claimed in claim 3, in which the opposite sides 
of said tubes fold inwardly. 

5) A unit as claimed in claim 3 or 4, comprising two said 
20 tubes positioned side-by- side with a space between them. 

6) A unit as claimed in any preceding claim, further 
comprising a bottom panel. 

7) A unit as claimed in claim 6, in which said bottom panel 
is hinged to said back panel of said structure. 

25 8) A unit as claimed in claim 6 or 7, in which said bottom 
panel is provided with means for holding the front panel of 
said structure in position in the expanded condition of the 
unit. 
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9) A unit as claimed in claim 8, in which said holding means 
are provided by end flaps of said bottom panel • 

10) A unit as claimed in claim 9, in which each said end flap 
folds up into a triangular formation having an upwardly- 

5 directed recess to receive the bottom edge of said front panel 
of said structure. 

11) A unit for keeping shopping tidy, the unit being 
substantially as herein described with reference to the 
accompanying drawings. 
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